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Messenger Service. 

During the war in Cuba wide-spread atten- 
tion was attracted to the stury of an American 
merchant, if we rightly remember, handing to 
a young man in his employ a document with 
the simple command, ‘‘Carry that message to 
Garcia!’ Taking the message without ques- 
tion, he carries it through all difficulties and 
hazards to its destination in Cuba. This he- 
roic loyalty to service was diligently adver- 
tised over the land by hundreds of thousands 
of copies in a business tract, to stimulate in 
employees a right attitude in duty to their 
employers. A rejoinder was soon spread 
abroad on behalf of workmen wearing out 
their lives in diligent service, asking that such 
rule of self-sacrificing loyalty should work 
both ways, as well as one way. 

Between the faithful and our heavenly Mas- 
ter such golden rule eminently does work re- 
ciprocally. His sacrifice for us wins ours for 
Him. But who is our Garcia to whom our 
Master asks us to carry his message. Who is 
he so strongly entrenched by nature and so 
difficult to reach, to whom we are called upon 
to deliver messages of the inspeaking Word? 

It is the man of the inmost recesses of our 
heart—our self-will at the secret place of 
Obedience. To our hidden selves we are 
called on to admit the witness of the Spirit, 
and bend our wills to obey Him. There is 
found the greatest test of our loyalty to our 
Father’s business. Greater is the inward tra- 
vail of taking the Divine message home unto 
obedience, than the travel of carrying it 
abroad to others. But the first must be in the 
line of qualification for the second. He who 
will not deliver the Word of Truth faithfully 
to the place of obedience in himself, is not 
found worthy to be his ambassador elsewhere. 





For “* THE FRIEND.” 
Qur Preparation for the Annual Assembly. 


‘‘The preparation of the heart in man as 
weil as the answer of the tongue is of the 
Lord;’’ and so in the ordering of Infinite Wis- 
dom the needs of the Church Universal are 
provided for in the influences of the Divine 
Spirit upon the hearts of individual members 
—moving them in an exercise and travail of 
soul known only to those thus exercised and 
to Him who inspired them. Thus it is that 
the living in Israel are humble before the 
Great Head of the Church in anticipation of 
service which may be called for, either in si- 
lent travail of spirit or in suffering with and 
for the suffering seed—that when the tongue 
is loosed it may be in the ‘‘demonstration of 
the Spirit and in the power of God.” Such I 
believe are the feelings of not a few who are 
concerned and willing to take their share of 
suffering and service in our approaching an- 
nual assembly—whose hearts are lifted, and 
whose prayers in secret arise to Him who 
watches by night as well as by day over his 
own; and will in his own guod time and way 
bring to pass “‘whatever is for the glory of his 
name and overrule the rest.” 

As those who have been faithful in their 
day have been removed from the church mili- 
tant to the church triumphant, leaving our 
ranks thinned and an added weight of respon- 
sibility upon those who remain; may there 
be a willingness begotten and a preparation 
experienced to take our share of the burdens 
thus laid down;—as ‘‘good stewards of the 
manifold grace of God,” | would salute in the 
love and fellowship of the everlasting gospel 
those whose hearts are thus struggling with a 
weight of exercise which they feel wholly un- 
able to carry, ard which they fain would lay 
at the “Master’s feet. To these { would hold 
forth the comforting, consoling language: 
Thev who suffer with their suffering Redeemer 
shall in his own good time ‘‘reign with Him.” 
May our confidence in the strong arm of (sra- 
el’s God be renewed, and having been made 
willing patiently to wait and quietly to hope, 
we ‘‘shall yet see of the desire of our soul and 
be satisfied.” BENJAMIN VAIL. 


——— 


HE that winneth souls is wise.—Prov. ii: 30. 
The revised version renders this passage, 
‘*He that is wise winneth souls.” The two 
statements are equally true. There is but one 
secret of soul-winning—the Holy Spirit’s co- 
operation with us. As a great soul-winner 
used to say, ‘‘Be sure that you co-operate 
with the Holy Spirit.’” Wherein does our co- 
operation with the Holy Spirit consist? (1). 
When we become the subjects of his influence 
and of his gracious operation. (2).) When 
we fully share his purpose. (3.) When we 
actually join him in His work. 


For ‘‘THE FRIEND.” 
Worldly Compliance. 


It was a noteworthy feature in the teachings 
of the Saviour of men, when He forewarned 
his disciples, that the religion which He in- 
troduced, should not be popular. For the 
worldly, the ambitious, the self-pleasing and 
the voluptuous, it had few attractions. Instead 
of alluring followers by promises of being 
flattered and caressed, or holding out to their 
views the friendships and honors, the riches 
and pleasures of this world, He plainly told 
them that they should be hated of all men for 
his sake, and that in making choice of Him 
and his religion, they must be prepared to 
endure the loss of everything else, to be de- 
spised and persecuted, and accounted as fools. 
“If ye were of the world,’’ says He, ‘‘the 
world would love its own; but because ye are 
not of the world, but I have chosen you out 
of the world, therefore the world hateth you.”’ 

Here the cause of the hatred is plainly 
stated to be separation from the world; not 
being of its spirit, nor following its fashions 
and customs, which is ever the case with the 
sincere disciples of Him who declared, ‘‘ My 
kingdom is not of this world.”” The apostles 
understood it so, and such force had their 
Master’s teaching on their minds, that they 
wrote in very strong terms to the believers, 
respecting the subject. 

Gentle and meek as was the disciple who 
leaned on Jesus’ breast, yet such was his zeal 
against the spirit of worldly compliance, that 
he says: ‘‘J.ove not the world, neither the 
things that are in the world. If any man 
love the wurld, the love of the Father is not 
in him. For all that is in the world, the lust 
of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the 
pride of life, is not of the Father.’’ Again, 
** We know that we are of God, and that the 
whole world lieth in wickedness.’’ Another 
apostle says of those who are lost, that the 
god of this world hath blinded their eyes, lest 
the light of the glorious gospel of God should 
shine unto them. The Apostle James makes a 
great part of pure and undefiled religion to 
consist in keeping ourselves unspotted from 
the world; and another enjoins, ‘‘Be not con- 
formed to this world.’’ 

The antagonism between the world and the 
Christian, as thus set forth by our Lord and 
his apostles, is so broad and entire, that the 
dullest comprehension cannot fail to perceive 
it; yet there is a studied and systematic effort, 
even under the guise of religion, to bridge 
over the chasm which divides them, to recon- 
cile their opposite and hostile views and prac- 
tices, to smooth down or fritter away palpable 
differences; and, regardless of the express 
declaration of our Lord himself, to inculcate 
the idea that it is possible to serve two mas- 
ters—God and mammon. 

Many listen to these flesh-pleasing sugges- 
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tions; and not liking to give up religion al-| the power of the Spirit of Truth, that their only 


together, and yet, averse to the cross and 
self-denial, and desirous of shunning them, 
they readily drink in the plausible and ac- 
commodating theories which propose to help 
them to heaven without renouncing the world, 
and thus to make them heirs of two kingdoms 
as widely different as light and darkness, and 
Christ and Belial. Of the teachers of such 
errors, the apostle says, ‘‘They are of the 
world; therefore they speak of (or in favor 
of) the world, and the world heareth them.” 

The teachers and the hearers are of the same 
spirit, and to both the doctrine of our Lord is 
very distasteful, when He says, ‘‘ Whosoever 
doth not bear his cross, and come after me, 
cannot be my disciple.” ‘‘If any man will 
come after me, let him deny himself. and take 
up his cross daily, and follow me. For whoso- 
ever will save his life, shall lose it; but who- 
soever will lose his life for my sake, the same 
shall save it. For what is a man advantaged, 
if he gain the whole world, and lose himself, 
or be cast away.”’ 

It is not a little surprising to observe what 
ingenuity is evinced in endeavoring to ap- 
propriate these unmodish but honest tests, 
and yet to indulge in the customs and fash- 
ions, the grandeur and show, the vain conver- 
sation, empty compliments and hollow friend- 
ships of the world, as though the march of 
refinement, and the social improvements of our 
day, had rendered the saying of Christ and his 
apostles obsolete, and changed their plain 
meaning. 

In our own religious Society the tendency is 
obvious; and not a few, perhaps, argue the more 
strenuously in favor of the modern compli- 
ances; because they are inwardly sensible their 
cause is a weak one, and feel that they have 
need of all the courage and countenance which 
bold assertion and sophistical reasoning can 
give them, to allay the uneasiness which secret 
compunctions of conscience often create. They 
would gladly be convinced by their own argu- 
ments, that the disregard of plainness of speech, 
behavior and apparel, and indulgence in costly 
and showy furniture and living, ete., are not 
incompatible with being good Friends; but after 
they have exhausted all their resources, there 
is still in the deep recesses of the heart a 
consciousness which no argument can wholly 
efface, that it is not so. We would affection- 
ately counsel such not to reason against the 
convictions with which they are favored, how- 
ever weak and faint they may be, lest the visi- 
tations of the Spirit of Truth be gradually 
withdrawn, and they left to the guidance of 
their fallen reason, which, in religious mat- 
ters, ‘leads to bewilder and dazzles to blind;’’ 
and thus they realize the saying of the dear 
Saviour, “‘If the light that is in thee be 
darkness, how great is that darkness.’’ 

Friends did not take up their testimony 
against gayety and grandeur, and other worldly 
compliances, from any affectation of singu- 
larity, or desire to mark themselves by a pe- 
culiar badge, but from a firm persuasion, 
wrought in the mind by the operation of the 
Holy Spirit, that it was the Divine will, they 
should thus evince their non-conformity with 
the world and its ways. Many who had a birth- 
right in the Society, and many others who have 
been convinced of its principles, and been 
brought into it, have found, as they kept under 
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way to peace, though greatly in the cross, was 
by being obedient in these things; and it would 
be presumptuous to suppose that the Lord would 
call for obedience in matters which were of no 
importance. Those who have known this work 
of grace in themselves, will readily admit that 
nothing so effectually humbled the pride of the 
heart, and subdued the stout and stubborn will 
in them, as the humiliating process by which 
they were brought to submit in these little 
and despised things, as they are considered 
by many; yet painful as it was, they found 
it a blessed work to them, and the day of 
obedience one of sweet peace and consola- 
tion. It is often by weak things and foolish, 
in the eyes of men, that the Lord chooses to 
lay low the lofty, and humble the proud; and 
nothing which He pleases to use as a means 
of carrying on the work of salvation, can be 
esteemed, with impunity, of light obligation 
or importance. The Scriptures moreover show, 
that prophets and apostles were commissioned 
by the Most High, to give commands to the 
believers on the subject of dress, and our 
Saviour himself did it in respect to language 
also; and will any one presume to say, that 
subjects thus noticed by the Almighty, are of 


trifling moment? 
(To be continued.) 


Memorizing the Bible. 

A short article on the above subject in THE 
FRIEND, Third Month 14th, has awakened 
thoughtfulness in the mind of the writer, as 
containing some sentiments not entirely in ac- 
cordance with the long established belief of 
Friends, that the letter of Holy Scripture is 
ever to be held in subservience to the Spirit 
which gave them forth; also as regards the 
proper qualification for religious labor, and for 
the performance of acts of devotion, or of wor- 
ship. We should seek familiarity with the Bible 
for our own instruction, believing as is therein 
declared that, ‘‘All Scripture is given by in- 
spiration of God, and is profitable for doc- 
trine, for reproof, for correction, for instruc- 
tion in righteousness, that the man of God 
may be perfect, theroughly furnished unto all 
good works.”’ * 

The daily reading of the Holy Scriptures in 
our families, and in private, with our minds 
reverently turned to their Divine Author is 
highly profitable and necessary for us, that we 
may be instructed and established in our most 
holy faith. As we are thus gathered inward 
unto Him, our true Teacher, and when about 
our daily calling, how frequently are the many 
comforting promises contained therein, ap- 
plied refreshingly to our minds, and obscure 
passages, made clear, not by an intellectual 
effort to memorize or comprehend them, but 
as these saving truths are freshly opened to 
our understandings by Him who hath the key 
of David, ‘‘He that openeth and no man shut- 
teth; and shutteth and no man openeth.” with- 
out which the Scriptures remain much as a 
sealed book to us.* 


*T do not wish to be understvod as objecting to 
the committing of portions of Scripture to memory 
by the children in our schools, as we wish them to 
become familiar with, and have a due reverence 
for it, yet I think that the wholesale committing 
of the Bible to memory [on some of the motives 
alluded to] might induce an undue dependence 
upon the letter. 


Can we suppose that prayer is any more gy. 
ceptable to the Divine Being, when couched jy 
‘thigh thoughts and noble language,” unlegg jt 
be from the immediate promptings of th 
Holy Spirit, than in the most simple forms g 
speech, or, than when it ascends in geepet 
breathings of soul unto Him, since He knoys 
our hearts and knows just what we stand jy 
need of before we ask Him? Only that prayer 
which is of his begetting is accepted of Him, 


“Prayer is the soul's sincere desire 
Uttered or unexpressed, 
The motion of a hidden fire 
Which trembles in the breast. 


“Prayer is the burden of a sigh, 
The falling of a tear, 

The upward glancing of an eye 

When none but God is near.” 


In our desires and in our efforts to “help 
others,”” may we ever keep in view the true 
ground of all availing labor. It was the ex. 
perience of a valuable minister of a former 
generation that in her public ministrations she 
could not depend upon ‘‘memory,”’ ‘‘or collec. 
tions of beautiful passages of Scripture,” o 
anything short of the fresh openings of life, 
from the living source of supply. As I once 
heard a minister say ina public meeting, “We 
might think of a hundred passages, but none 
of them might be what the Lord wants us to 
quote.” 

To seek familiarity with the Bible in order 
to have it ‘‘ready for use,” ‘‘in helping oth 
ers,’’ is departing from the true ground for re- 
ligious labor among Friends. 

A few steps further on, and we have the 
‘*Bible training school.’’ So may we not de- 
pend too much upon the letter, remembering 
that ‘‘The letter killeth, but the Spirit giveth 
life.”” 

Our Saviour said, ‘‘Search the Scriptures; 
(or ye search the Scriptures) for in them ye 
think ye have eternal life; and they are they 
which testify of me. And ye will not come 
to me that ye might have life.’’ 

As our dependence is upon Him, we will be 
furnished with matter suitable for the occe 
sion, and adapted to the states of others, if 
we are called upon to minister to their needs 
in public or in private, by the good Remem- 
brancer, and without this fresh anointing, the 
best of words, or what we might think the 
most appropriate Scripture passages, will be, 
in our mouths, little better than as ‘‘Sounding 
brass or a tink!ing cymbal.” 

The writer has no sympathy with the se 
called ‘‘Higher Criticism” which seeks to ut 
dermine, and call in question the authenticity 
of some portions of the Bible, and to doubt 
the reality of some of the miracles therein te 
corded, believing it is the outwardly revealed 
will of God to man,’’ and was all written for 
our instruction, by ‘“‘holy men of old as they 
were moved by the Holy Ghost.” 

If we admit doubts as to the truth ofa 
part, we are in danger of finally coming 
discard the whole, and to find ourselves I 
volved in the mazes of skepticism. 

So, while highly valuing the Sacred Ret 
ords, let us endeavor to look unto Him, whos 
Spirit giveth life to the words, and who cal 
reveal their hidden meaning and seal it upd 
our understandings, so that when we come # 


know, the saving truths of the Bible, m0 
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Fourth Mo. 4, 19038 
merely in the literal knowledge thereof, but 
as realized in our individual experience, and 
thus be prepared through Holy Help to be- 
come fruitful unto every good work. 


SARAH A. HOBSON. 
Winona, Ohio, Third Month 25th, 1903. 







[There is a service in having the weakness- 
es of the extract in question pointed out. 
The chief ubject in quoting it was to encour- 
age teachers and learners of Scripture to give 
attention to the committing of verses to mem- 
ory, rather than to so much of the unauthor- 
ized dissecting of them in classes for unfold- 
ing their spiritual meaning by the natural un- 
derstanding. Let the mind learn to remem- 
ber portions of what the Scripture says, and 
leave to the true Opener what it spiritually 
means. Of course the motive of getting 
phrases for praying to Him who needs not our 
words, could not be entertained by a sound 
Friend. In public vocal prayer, however, 
where, as in preaching, words have to be used, 
Friends have been careful beyond others that 
their language should be Scriptural, and to 
“hold fast the form of sound words,’’ —than 
which none are deemed safer or sounder than 
those of Scripture. That our quotations may 
be correct, and that we may be able to give 
to every man a reason for truths held by us, 
the memorizing of actual words of Scripture 
becomes useful under right anointing, without 
being pushed to that wholesale extreme which 
the extract is open to, and against which we 
should have guarded it.—Eb. | 


























History of the Friends’ Registers. 
Continued from page 291.) 
REGISTRATION IN AMERICA. 

A system of registration of births, deaths, 
and marriages was established by the Friends 
who emigrated to America on substantially the 
same lines as those existing in England. In 
the older Yearly Meetings this system Ras 
been maintained with much regularity to the 
present time. The Friends’ registers in the 
Eastern States are often appealed to in con- 
nection with the transmission of property and 
other civil proceedings. In the United States 
the civil registration of births, deaths, and 
marriages is regulated by State legislation, 
and there is some diversity of practice between 
the different States. The official registry in 
New York, Pennsylvania, and other States is 
said to be very efficient, and nearly all pub- 
lish, under the title of vital statistics, similar 
returns to those published in Great Britain by 
the Registrars-General of England, and of 
Scotland. 

The new Uniform Friends’ Discipline throws 
the duty of denominational registration upon 
the Clerks of the Monthy Meetings, in the 
following section: 

“The Clerk of a Monthly Meeting shall be 
appointed by the meeting on the nomination 
ofa committee named for the purpose. He 
shall forward to the Quarterly Meeting such 
business as requires its attention, and such ab- 
stracts of the minutes of the Monthly Meeting 
48 may be necessary. He shall keep (in a 
book printed for the purpose and provided by 
the Yearly Meeting) a correct record of the 
membership, including all births, marriages, 
and transfers, and he shall annually furnish to 
the Quarterly Meeting such statistical infor- 
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REGISTERS OF THE SOCIETY OF FRIENDS IN ENGLAND AND WALES, 


1660-1900 


Decennial a BIRTHS. 3 DEATHS. MAR- Decennial. 
Periods. peoeetet Members. Torat. once Members. Tortar. | RIAGES. | Periods. 
1647-59 3, 104 709 203 1647-59 
1660-69 7,262 6,599 1,800 1660-69 
1670-79 9,753 10,142 2,820 1670-79 
1680-89 9,211 11,245 2,598 1680-89 
1690-99 9,130 10,657 2,193 1690-99 

38,460 39,352 9,614 
1700-09 9,074 11,274 2,221 1700-09 
1710-19 8,358 10,876 1,930 1710-19 
1720-29 7,354 11,016 1,700 1720-29 
1730-39 6,492 8,769 1,255 1730-39 
1740-49 5,544 7925 1,103 1749-49 
36,822 49,860 8,209 
1750-59 53 5,525 5,578 70 6,764 6,834 1,079 1750-59 
1760-69 230 5,780 6,010 196 7,318 7,514 1,272 1760-69 
1770-79 607 5:979 6,586 872 6,899 7,771 1,059 1770-79 
1780-89 1,122 5,095 6,817 1,701 6,460 8,161 1,051 1780-89 
1790-99 1,512 5,201 6,713 1,669 5,675 7,344 1,026 1790-99 
3,524 28,180 31,704 4,508 33,116 37,624 5,487 
1800-09 2,047 4,863 6,910 1,628 4,875 6,503 955 1800-09 
1810-19 2,294 4,331 6,625 757 4,541 6,298 334 1810-19 
1820-29 2,540 3,550 6,390 2,090 4,436 6,526 864 1820-29 
1830-39 1,655 3,663 5,318 2,22 4,420 6,644 847 1830-39 
1840-49 2,745 2,745 1,850 3,667 5,517 666 1840-49 
8,536 | 19,452 | 27,988 9549 21,939 31,488 4,166 
1850-59 2,437 | 2,437 1,438 2,962 4,400 662 1850-59 
1860-69 2,649 2,649 1,172 2,826 3,998 567 1860-69 
1870-79 2,184 2,184 1,024 2,665 3,689 572 1870-79 
1880-89 1,769 1,769 739 2,439 3,178 585 1880-89 
1890-99 1,549 1,549 626 2,480 3,106 821 1890-99 
10,588 | 10,588 4,999 | 13,372 | 18,371 3,207 
* These figures are to 3oth, 5th mo. 1837, only. 


mation as the Yearly Meeting may direct, in 
cluding the recording, deaths and transfers of 
ministers. Where found desirable, a Recorder 
may be appointed to assist the Clerk in keep- 
ing these records.” 

PAST USE OF FRIENDS’ REGISTRATION FIGURES. 

The figures presented (above) in our paper 
have never before been published in their en- 
tirety. 

The idea prevails in some quarters that fig- 
ures are an almost necessarily unspiritual me- 
dium through which to approach religious sub- 
jects, but that is hardly the view put before 
us in Holy Scripture, where the care with 
which ancient figures and registers have been 
preserved is observable. The Old Testament 
was not written at a time when authors were 
familiar with the scientific treatment of fig- 
ures, but according to the usages of those 
early days, the reader cannot but be struck 
with the numerous entries it contains of dates, 
births, and genealogies. One volume in the 
sacred Canon is the ‘‘Book of Numbers,’’ and 
how many chapters in other books, now but 
little read, are occupied with genealogical de- 
tails; yet all these form parts of that body of 
sacred writing which is ‘‘profitable for in- 
struction in righteousness.”” The New Testa- 
ment opens with a genealogical table, and the 
early Christians seem to have been wont from 
the first to count the number of names on 
their rolls; even Paul’s imperfect baptismal 
statistics, in the lst Epistle to the Corinth- 
ians, possess a suggestive value in uncon- 
sciously marking the apostle’s slight account 


of the place of the outward ceremony, in con- 
trast with the spiritual transaction which it 
symbolized, and sometimes accompanied. Cor- 
rect figures are the records of facts, and facts 
are the most valuable data from which to in- 
fer the spiritual condition of a community. 
The principal object of the Queries which have 
occupied so large a place in the discipline of 
the Society was to ascertain facts under a 
number of specified heads, significant of the 
spiritual life of congregations. Useful there- 
fore as these registers have been in the past 
there is reason to think their service is far 
from being exhausted, and that no apology 
will be required for questioning their long 
columns of figures in regard to their more re- 
ligious and spiritual lessons. 
REMARKS. 

Whilst the accompanying Table has been 
prepared with great care, it is not submitted 
as more than approximately correct. 


SUMMARIES OF RETURNS FOR THE FIVE FIFTY- 
YEAR PERIODS. 


BIRTHS. DEATHS. MARRIAGES. 
1650—1699. . . 38,460 39,352 9,614 
1700—1I749. . . 36,822 49,860 8,209 
1750—1799 . - « - 31,704 37,624 5,487 
1800—1849 . . 27,988 31,488 4,166 
1850—1900 . . 10,588 18,371 3,207 


The foregoing figures will principally ap- 
peal to three classes of readers—the historian, 
the student of vital statistics, and those inter- 
ested, from religious and moral sympathy, in 
the welfare of the Society of Friends. We 
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have already spoken of the uses made of these | WEEK-DAY WORSHIP. It may be worth noting, in connection wit, 
figures by the historian and the statistician, [Author unknown.] the soon terminated earthly career of the jp. 
and do not propose to retrace in any detail perial persecutor, that after winning renow 
ground already occupied. in a campaign against the Persians, he wa 

THE LOW DEATH-RATE. slain in an action with the Goths, who had jp. 













Behold us Lord, a little space 
From daily tasks set free, 
And met within thy sacred place 






















































One interesting feature of the register of To wait awhile on Thee. vaded his dominions. In advancing upg 
deaths is the very light mortality of the past Around us rolls the restless tide them, Decius, with the greater part of his 
twenty years, during which there has been a Of business, toil and care; troops, became entangled in a morass, where, 
substantial increase in the membership, with And scarcely can we turn aside being surrounded by the enemy, he perished 
very little increase in the annual return of For one brief hour of prayer. under a shower of darts. ' 
deaths. Yet these are not the only walls, It has been shown that Trajan was a bloody . 

‘Vhat is the spiritual inwardness of this Wherein Thou may’st be sought, upposer of the spread of the Christian faith, 


On humblest task thy blessing falls, 
In truth and patience wrought. 
Thine is the loom, the forge, the mart, 


light mortality? Is it the statistical ratifica- 


His successor, Hadrian, on the contrary, while 
tion of the Psalmist’s promise, ‘‘With long 


generally according toleration to the Chris. 









































































life will I satisfy him’? who ‘‘dwells in the The wealth of land and sea, tians, showed exceeding animosity towards 
secret place of the Most High,” and thus an The worlds of science and of art, the Jews. This episode of his reign is sug. 
occasion for thankfulness? Or is it the token Revealed and ruled by Thee. gestive. Hadrian’s purpose, unmistakably, 
of a comfortable life amidst the resources of Then let us prove our Heavenly birth was one of revenge. The same wicked attri. 
civilization, unruffled by strenuous labor in the In all we do and know, bute of our fallen nature has instigated more 
Master’s service? How few years did it take And claim the kingdoms of the earth, than one war, even between professedly Chris. 





For Thee and not thy foe. 


i ) veaith day inate th 
in the Commonwealth days to terminate the Week chatl be seaper if ait be wieeght 


service of the majority of the forty young men 
preachers, worn out with work and suffering, 
through whose tireless labors the Society was 
chiefly gathered? 

But leaving these searching questions unan- 
swered, what are the broad denominational 
lessons of the figures before us? 

An outsider approiching them for the first 
time would be very likely to say, these are the 
records of the representatives of a spent or 
waning force. Certainly they are not calcu- 
lated to minister to sectarian pride. The 
low death-rate just referred to, partly rises 
from the smaller proportion of infantile life 
amongst Friends than in the general popula- 
tion—and in other directions careful statisti- 
cians would caution us against drawing deduc- 
tions without remembering other facts of 
which these figures do not take cognizance. 
For instance, through several generations 
Friends gave the strongest proofs of the ex- 
treme value they attached to their marriage 
ceremonial, and yet they allowed the marriages 
in their meeting-houses to dwindle away from 
generation to generation; and had it not been 
for the changes introduced in the middle of the 
nineteenth century a Friends’ marriage cere- 
mony would now be a rare event indeed: the 
force of circumstances did, however, at last 
induce the Society to adapt its usages to the 
needs of the time. The weddings by the 
Friends’ ceremonial have nearly doubled in 
the last forty years. Taking two extreme 
years—in 1863 there were but forty-nine, in 
1898, one hundred and nine. It is still a day 
of small things as regards these marriages; 
but the illustration may encourage us to turn 
to other lessons from these figures, not in the 
spirit of despair, but of hope. 


(To be concluded.) 


tian nations of our own times. In his early 
: manhood, as a general under Trajan, Hadrian 
As Thou wouldst have it done, had suppressed a noted and widespread rebel- 
And prayer by Thee inspired and taught, li : a - 
Sasslé with work bo ane. ion of the Jewish people in the region extend- 
ing from Africa to Mesopotamia. In the 
course of this great outbreak, it was said, 
The ee i a os a Century upwards of half a million of their Gentile fel. 
0 Whe bra of Manomet. low subjects had been put to death by the 
IV. Jews, often with accompaniments of excessive 
In the middle of the succeeding century, | cruelty. In coming to the throne, Hadrian 
during the two years’ reign of the Emperor De- | immediately evidenced his vengeful intent by 
cius (A. D. 249-251), there raged a persecu- | prohibiting circumcision, the observance of 
tion which, starting at Rome and quickly ex-| the Sabbath and the reading of the law, while 
tending to the provinces, far surpassed that | he likewise declared the purpose of convert- 
which had prevailed tnder Trajan. Decius|ing Jerusalem into a Roman colony. The 
had wrested the throne from Philip, surnamed | manner of this fulfilment was peculiar. 
‘the Arabian,’ who had shown much favor to| ‘‘The Jews endured this tryanny for a num- 
the Christians, and so his successor seemed to| ber of years,” say Backhouse and Taylor in 
think that this fact was a justification for an at- | their valuable compilation, ‘‘but the persua- 
tempt to root out the hated religion. It came | sion was deeply rooted in the heart of the na- 
upon the church in a state of prosperity, un-| tion that in its darkest hour the Messiah would 
prepared, so that again many succumbed to|suddenly appear. They fondly deemed their 
the dread ordeal. ‘‘In every city, on the re-| hopes fulfilled when, in the year 131, a pre- 
ceipt of the imperial rescript, a day was ap-| tender named Bar-Cocheba presented himself 
pointed for the Christians of the place to pre-|as their deliverer. This man assumed his 
sent themselves before the magistrates, re-|name (which means the Son of a Star) from 
nounce their religion, and offer sacrifice at|the prophecy of Balaam, and his pretensions 
the altar. Many stood firm, but very many| were supported by the most popular and 
yielded. Those who refused to sacrifice, after | learned Rabbi of the day. The Jews who had 
being repeatedly tortured, were thrown into | not embraced Christianity flocked to him; the 
prison, and tormented with hunger and thirst. | Gallileans and Samaritans joined them; and 
Such as sought refuge in flight had their goods | Palestine was filled with violence and blood 
confiscated, and were forbidden to return un-|shed. But the insurgents could not stand 
der pain of death.” Cyprian, being at that | against the Roman legions; the false Messiah 
time bishop of Carthage, where the persecu- | was slain in battle, and the Rabbi was flayed 
tion was very violent, hai much to say in the | alive, whilst the city of Jerusalem itself was 
way of exhortation to the ‘‘true and spiritual | once more laid in ruins. The emperor carried 
soldiers of Cnrist.’’ to the ‘‘soldiers and com- | into effect the threat which he had uttered 
rades, steadfast in faith, patient in suffering, | fifteen years before; he settled a colony in the 
victors under tortures,” while on the other} city under the name of A’lia Capitolina, ani 
hand he lamented grievously for the many who | erected a temple to Jupiter Capitolinus on the 
had lapsed. When the hand of persecution] site of the Holy Place, and one to Venus ® 
was withdrawn, the position of those who had | the spot where Jesus was crucified. The Jews 
yielded, and sought to be restored, caused | were forbidden under pain of death to enter 
much trouble in the Church. It was through | the new city, and the more effectually to de 
those who had stood faithful, the confessors, | ter them, the figure of a swine in marble was 
that many of the weak ones came back into | set over the gate leading to Bethlehem. By 
the fold, there being given them ‘‘certificates | the estimate of the conquerors, five hundred 
of repentance” by way of recommendation to | and eighty thousand Jews fell in the carnage. 
the compassion of the brethren. These were| The Talmud recognizing the deception prat- 
often too easily granted, and hence was intro- | ticed, changed the name of the leader into 
duced an element of weakness which became | Bar-Coziba (son of the lie), and called th 
felt when, a generation or two later, the | coins which he had had struck to celebrate his 
State stood in need of soldiers after the carnal | successes, ‘‘rebel money” It is said Bar-Co- 
order. cheba put to death all Christians who would 
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THE record book of every Christian’s life 
has some pages in it which were written at 
the bidding of that severe teacher, Disappoint- 
ment. Tears may have blotted and blurred 
the page at the time. But as we turn over to 
that page now and read it in the light of ex- 
perience we can write beneath it: ‘‘Thank 
God for those losses! they were my everlasting 
gain. Thank God for those bereavements! 
they have saved my soul from being bereaved 
of heaven. ‘All things work together for 
good to them that love God; to them who are 
the called according to his purpose.’ ’’ 
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not join his standard. Indeed, in every re- 
spect, in speech and action, he was one of 
the false Christs our Lord prophesied should 
arise (Mark xiii: 21, 22), and by his very de- 
fects set forth more prominently the virtues 
of the Perfect One, the Hope of Israel, the 
Lord Anointed.(Schaff’s ‘‘Religious Encyclo- 
pedia.” Also Mosheim, quoting Justin Martyr.) 

As a matter of comparison in connection 
with the preceding siege and destruction of 
Jerusalem by Vespasian and Titus (A. D. 70), 
it is recorded by Josephus that ‘‘the slaugh- 
ter made of them [the Jews] exceeded all the 
destructions that men or God ever brought 
upon the world,” the number of those who 
perished during the siege being given at one 
million one hundred thousand, while the pris- 
oners taken during the course of the war were 
estimated to number ninety-seven thousand. 
(t will be remembered that the Christians at 
that time heeding the solemn warning of their 
Lord, had timely found refuge at Pella and 
neighboring villages on the far side of Jordan, 
a few miles south of the Sea of Galilee. 

The result of the insurrection of Bar-Co- 
cheba is believed to have turned ultimately to 
the advantage of Christianity, inasmuch as the 
followers of Christ kept altogether aloof from 
the tumult while the lingering adherence, on 
the part of a section of the church, tu the 
Mosaic traditions and usages came to an end. 

The stormy way by which Constantine 
reached the place of empire and maintained 
himself there was one by no means conducive 
of progress in the arts of peace. Going asa 
young man to Britain to assist his father, the 
Emperor Constantius, in the subjugation of 
that island’s northern ‘‘barbarians,’’ and Con- 
stantius dying at York in the year 306, there 
thence began a long warring contest of seven- 


teen years, between Constantine and the five- 


competing Augusti and Caesars, before the 
last of them, his brother-in-law Licinus, was 
finally defeated in a battle near Adrianople 
(A. D. 323), and the heir expectant became 
the master of the Roman world. 

But all these wars were those for the suc- 
cession, the one in Britain excepted, which 
was a war of conquest. Now, in the year of 
grace 1900, the sixty-third year of Victoria, 
Queen of England and Empress of India, if we 
will inquire concerning the wars that occurred 
during the reign of that benevolent sovereign 
we will find that they were no less in number 
than forty, and all of them wars of expansion 
(not of conquest) and of ‘‘benevolent assimi- 
lation” of trade and territory. There were 
the various wars with China, which had to be 
forced to receive opium, but whose people are 
now returning it to our Christian cities with 
an avenging recoil; the wars with Burmah and 
with various presidencies and native states of 
India; with Afghanistan, Russia, Egypt, the 
Soudan; with the Basutos, Kaffirs, Matabele, 
Boers and other tribes and kingdoms. The 
competing Augusti and Cesars for the rule of 
the known world, they are still here, as they 
were sixteen centuries ago when Constantine 
Was contending for a crown; there is the 
great Kaiser at Berlin, and his brother on the 
Danube; the one on the Neva and a fourth 
on the Tiber ruling a mere remnant of the 
world’s once greatest empire; the power that 
has its centre on the Seine, controlling the 


Gaul of which Constantine was the prefect 











THE FRIEND. 


All of 


the state of Europe in the early years of the 


fourth century when less and less frequently 
was heard that faithful declaration—‘‘I am a 
Christian, therefore 1 cannot fight?” 


(To be continued.) 


Our New Industrial “Institute for Colored 
Youth.” 


The cause of negro education was given a 
great forward impetus among the city’s think- 
ing people on Fourth day evening, the 25th 





ult., when at a meeting in Witherspoon Hall, 


held in the interests of the Institute for Col- 
ored Youth, the need of enlightening the black 
man, the means of doing so, and the outlook 
for the movement’s success were discussed by 
Booker T. Washington, the enlightened coun- 
sellor of his race; Charles Emory Smith and 
Hugh M. Brown. Weare indebted to the Phil- 
adelphia Press for the best report of the in- 
teresting occasion. 

For sixty-six years the school has been in 
active operation in this city. It was founded 
by the Society of Friends, in 1837, through a 
fund bequeathed by Richard Humphrey, one of 
their number. At first it was located in Lom- 
bard street, but in 1866 it was moved to Ninth 
and Bainbridge streets. 

Now, the institute, having reached a growth 
in keeping with the advance of years, is 
to be moved to Cheyney, in Chester County. 
A farm of one hundred and sixteen acres has 
been bought there, upon which are to be 
erected twelve buildings. 

Besides academic branches—above them, 
rather, trades are to be taught-—carpentry, 
brick-laying, shoe-making, printing, tailoring, 
type-writing, dress-making, millinery, cook- 
ing and so on. 

The general idea of the rural location is in 
accord with the views of Tuskegee’s famous 
founder, Booker T. Washington. 

Warmly greeted by the large audience, in 
which were many of his own race and many 
Friends, whose society still holds to their 
trust, B. T. Washington expressed these views. 
After declaring his belief in the future suc- 
cess of the institute, he said:— 

‘‘The race throughout the country, and es- 
pecially in the South, is in need of teachers, 
not only teachers who have knowledge of 
books, but such knowledge of methuds as will 
directly connect the work of the school-room 
with the actual condition of the people in their 
homes, their churches, and their places of la- 
bor. In the first place, a careful study of the 
actual home life and the opportunities for sup- 
port should be made, then as far as possible 
our methods of education should be bent in 
the direction of actually meeting these needs. 

**T am exceedingly pleased to know that it 
is the plan of the trustees of this institution 
to take it out of the immediate environment of 
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during the first six years after his father’s | the city and place it in the country in the 
death, and, finally, the sovereign of many | midst of trees and birds und flowers and vege- 
years’ reign, but, alas, of many wars! 
these, notwithstanding the methods and tribu- 
nals of amity that are offered, maintaining | the soil. 
great armies and ships of war, and in a state | their feet have started on the soil in its own: 
of instant preparedness for attack, do they | ership and intelligent and skilful cultivation. 
not together present a condition as barbarous | In most cases my race is at its best in the 
and anti-Christian (I speak not of the personal 
character of the rulers, but of their govern- 
ments) as that which history presents to us as 


| tables where the students trained in it can 
come into immediate and direct contact with 
All races who have gotten upon 


country; in too many cases it is at its worst 
when in contact with the severe competition 
and many temptations of large and complex 
city life. 

**! want to see the black boy graduate from 
the public school, high school or college, and 
then possess that dogged determination and 
persistence which will make him willing to be- 
gin if necessary in a furrow without shoes, 
without hat, without coat, and remain there 
until he has wrung success from the soil. 

‘*T believe thoroughly in the most complete 
form of academic and literary education, but 
we must remember that mere literary educa- 
tion increases an individual’s wants. Unless 
while these wants are being increased we are 
able at the same time to increase the individ- 
ual’s ability tosupply these increased wants 
along lines at which he can find employment 
we are in danger of not reaping the best re- 
sults. 

‘*With us as a race at the present time it 
is not so much a question of getting knowl- 
edge into our heads as it is a question of 
gaining the kind of knowledge that will have 
an immediate and effective market. 

**To deal practically and directly with the 
affairs of my own race, I believe that both the 
teachings of history, as well as the results of 
every-day observation, should convince us that 
we shall make our most enduring progress by 
laying the foundations carefully, patiently, in 
the ownership of the soil, the exercise of hab- 
its of economy, the saving of money, the se- 
curing of the most complete education of 
hand and head, and the cultivation of Chris- 
tian virtues. 

**T know no other rvad. If I know how to 
find more speedy and prompt relief I should 
be a coward and a hypocrite if I did not point 
the way to it. 

**As a slave the negro was worked. Asa 
freeman he must learn to work. There is a 
vast difference between working and being 
worked. Being worked means degradation; 
working means civilization. There is still 
doubt in many quarters as to the ability of 
the negro unguided, unsupported, to hew his 
own path and put into visible, tangible, indis- 
putable form products and signs of civiliza- 
tion. This doubt cannot be much affected by 
mere abstract argument, no matter how deli- 
cately and convincingly woven together. 

‘*Patiently, quietly, doggedly, persistently, 
through Summer and Winter, sunshine and 
shadow, by self-sacrifice, by foresight, by 
‘honesty and industry, we must reinforce argu- 
ment with results. One farm bought, one 
house built, one sweetly and intelligently kept, 
one man who is the largest taxpayer or has 
the largest bank account, one school or church 
maintained, one factory running successfully, 
one truck garden profitably cultivated, one 
patient cured by a negro doctor, one sermun 
well preached, one office well filled, one life 
cleanly lived, these will te!l more in our favor 
than all the abstract eloquence that can be 
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Tue great rival to God in the human heart 
is the love of this world. The very gifts of 
beauty and bounty which were meant as a 
ministry of love we, by our selfishness, have 
turned to a source of temptation and degrada- 
tion. The world was given to us as a servant; 
we permit it to become a master; and the ser- 
yant which was ordained to help us up to God 
we have allowed to become a tyrant to drive 
us from Him. 


it is the power of God unto salvation.’ His expo- 
sition of this passage was clear, logical, lightened 
and brightened by apt illustrations after his usual 
happy fashion. There were more sweet hymns, 
prayer anda benediction, and the good, old-fashioned 
hand-shaking and greeting, as the company dis- 
persed. On Sabbath evening the chief address was 
given by , of hy 

There are, says the correspondent, “ diversities 
of operations,” on the two sides of the river, New 
York the more conservative, Brooklyn verging 
more to what may be termed, not invidiously, the 
Western type of Quakerism.” And of that type, 
what is its verging? A Richmond, Indiana, paper 
contains a call by the “ Friends’ Church” for ob- 
serving the Lenten season, and gives directions for 
daily services and observances. Among the objects 
for prayer, one is, “ For a return to absolute faith 
in the Bible as the inspired authoritative word of 
God, and as furnishing the churches their only 
credentials and message.” 
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A ScoTTisH nobleman once, seeing an old 
gardener of his establishment with a some- 
what threadbare coat, made some passing re- 
mark on its condition. ‘‘It’s a verra guid 
coat,” said the honest old man. ‘‘I can not 
agree with you there,’’ said the nobleman. 
“Ay, it’s a very good coat,” persisted the old 
man; ‘‘it covers a contented spirit and a body 
that owes no man anything, and that’s more 
than many a man can say of his coat.”’ 

Sin is ever and always excommunicate from 
God; it is under the ban of his disfavor, and 
the sinner, forfeiting his rights of sonship 
with God becomes the son of wrath. This is 
not arbitrary on ‘sod’s part. It lies in the 
very nature of things. As holiness has in it 
the power and principle of growth, so sin has 
in it the elements of disintegration and de- 
struction. The sinner exiles himself. Asa 
sinner he could only be in torment perpetually 
in the presence of holiness; and away from 
God happiness is impossible. 
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Items Concerning the Society. 

PRESENT DAY DEVELOPMENTS.— Speaking of the 
renovated Brooklyn Meeting-house, we quote (avoid- 
ing personalities), a New York correspondent of 
the London Friend, who says : 

“The Friends of fifty years ago, having at heart 
a combination of utility and simplicity in their 
edifices, ignored architectural effects; the Brooklyn 
meeting-house might have passed for a factory, or 
for some mild form of a penal institution. But 
the spirit of the age is esthetic, and the homely 
building is in process of transformation. The 
change in the main auditorium has been com- 
pleted, nothing striking or garish introduced, only 
grave, harmonious coloring in woodwork, carpets 
and upholstery, softened light coming through 
stained glass windows, the straightness and an- 
gularity of the former benches giving place to 
seats rounded ina semi-circle, with broad aisles of 
entrance. 

The opening of the newly-arranged room was a 
marked event. On Seventh-day evening, 7th inst., 
Friends gathered in the lower room, and listened 
toan address on the Present-day Responsibilities 
of Friends, a setting forth of the truth that ours 
8 no religion of negations, but of positive, living 
testimonies to be expressed in word and deed, in 
the power of the Holy Spirit, of the truth as it is 
in Jesus. social half-hour followed. 

“On Sabbath morning, though an easterly rain- 
storm prevailed, the main auditorium was well 
filled, a number of New York Friends being in the 
company. Some of the young people of Brooklyn 
meeting have fine well-trained voices, and in their 
usual meetings the hymns form a sweet and ac- 
ceptable part of the worship, and it was so on this 
occasion. An organ, nestled unobtrusively in a 
front corner of the room, was used as accompani- 
ment. After prayer, in which another led, and 
hymns of praise suited to the hour, another stated 
in brief what Friends did and did not stand for. 
A part of the eighth chapter of Nehemiah was 
tead. Another then spoke on Paul's declaration, 
For 1 am not ashamed of the Gospel of Christ, for 





Notes from Others. 


The noon prayer meeting, established by the 
late D. L. Moody, in Chicago, has not omitted its 
daily service for over forty years. 





There are contracts for 120,000 copies of Hindi 
and Urbu Scripture portions being made with 
Christian presses in Allahabad, Benares and Luck- 
now. 

The superintendent of Methodist missions in the 
Philippine Islands, speaks of his work with much 
enthusiasm. He says the work is encouraging 
beyond his expectations. 

C. H. Spurgeon has been dead for eleven years, 
but the issue of his sermons has continued every 
week. The total number of sermons published is 
over three thousand. 

Theodore L. Cuyler says: “There is much talk 
about saving the masses, but people are not saved 
in the mass; they must be reached and persuaded 
Christward one by one.” 

Henry W. Hulburt, of Bangor Theological Sem- 
inary, says: “The theological Seminary has re- 
mained nearly stationary, and has been tempted to 
give short cuts to the ministry. 

It is stated that out of 200,000,000 people in 
Africa only 2,000,000 have ever heard the gospel 
through human instruments. In the Soudan region 
alone there are 90,000,000 who are thus without 
religious instruction. 

Clovernook, Cincinnati, the home of Alice and 
Pheebe Cary has been purchased by William A. 
Procter, a wealthy citizen and presented by him 
for a home for the blind under the management of 
the Trader Sisters of Avondale. 

A writer proposes as a reason for the increasing 
neglect of the privileges of public schools: “ May 
it be because parents are coming to realize that 
information minus inspiration and aspiration is a 
barren, sterile thing ? 

The widow of the late William E. Dodge, Sr., 
who recently died at the advanced age of ninety- 
four years, had been a member of the Brick Pres- 
byterian Church, New York, for eighty-two years, 
and was its oldest member. 





The city school superintendents of New York 
have decided to include the Roman Catholic trans- 
lation of the Scriptures known as the Douay Bible 
in the list of school supplies, and to permit any 
teacher who wishes to call for such for use in the 
schools. 
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The Universalist Leader has the following: “ Re- 


ligion must be set to no less a task than to 
moralize and spiritualize the industry of the world, 
for failing this she will be driven into a corner by 
the wild beasts of greed who seek whom they may 
devour.” 


An exchange says: Protestantism is weakening 


on its sectarian side, is placing less emphasis on 
doctrine and more on life, and is more disposed 


than formerly to recognize worth in systems of 
belief and sense in points of view which formerly 
it denounced or ridiculed. 

“After evil, not, | think, out of it, God educes 
good,” writes Helen B. Harris in reporting a re- 
markable religious movement among the Ar- 
menians. We may add that Helen B. Harris, the 
wife of J. Rendell Harris, has been reinstated 
into membership in Hertford and Hitchen Monthly 
Meetings, England, from which she thought it 
right some years ago to resign. 


JEWISH SITUATION IN AMERICA.—Jewish leaders 
in this country had their hopes high upon the pro- 
mulgation of the Czar of Russia's edict, only to 
have them dashed to the ground by later reports, 
to the effect that the edict does not change the 
hard condition of the Jew in Russia. The Jewish 
situation in America is most serious, but it is noth- 
ing when compared with the terrible condition of 
the Jew abroad. During the last ten years fully 
250,000 Jews, all poor, have come hither from 
Russia, and have settled on the lower East Side of 
New York city. What to do with them and for 
them, is giving to Jews who feel keenly their re- 
sponsibility no end of anxiety. The Baron de Hirsch 
funds are being used to their utmost in works of 
relief, and rich American Jews are being appealed 
to for financial assistance. If the tide hither 
could be shut off, some reasons for leaving Russia 
being removed, there was a little bit of hope that 
those already here might be taken care of. Jewish 
leaders have a little hope left that some relief may 
come, but the outlook is dark and difficult. 

Speaking of the recent decree of the Czar, a 
correspondent of the Boston Transcript says: ‘“ Em- 
peror Nicholas is a man of broader views and of 
more progressive mind than his father. He had 
enjoyed the advantages of more extensive foreign 
travel than had ever fallen to the lot of his prede- 
cessor on the throne, and being an omnivorous 
reader has been able to keep himself abreast of 
and in touch with foreign ideas and with the spirit 
of the age. While fully appreciating the integrity 
and the devotion of Pobiedonotsoff, he entertained 
but little of Alexander III’s sympathy and affection 
for the man, and after repeatedly remonstrating 
with him, he has at length asked for and received 
his resignation. And in order that there shall be 
no mistake either at home or abroad about his 
complete disapproval of the late procurator gen- 
eral’s policy, he has issued this decree, in which, 
after having called attention to the ‘ principles of 
religious tolerance laid down by the fundamental 
laws of the Russian empire,’ that is to say, the laws 
established by Peter the Great and by Catherine 
the Great, he demands ‘undeviating observance’ 
thereof, and the assurance ‘to all our subjects of 
other religions [than the Orthodox Church] and to 
all foreign persuasions, freedom of creed and of 
worship in accordance with their respective rights.’ 
This means that the 12.000,000 Roman Catholics, 
the 7,000,000 Protestants, the 4,000,000 Jews and 
the 12,000,000 or more dissenters of one kind and 
another in European Russia will be free to practice 
their religion without let or hindrance, and will be 
no longer persecuted and treated as disloyal and 
as rebels merely because they refuse to join the 
Orthodox Church, and to regard the Czar not alone 





as their temporal ruler, but as their spiritual Pon- 


tifex Maximus (chief priest.)” 





304 


THE FRIEND. 


Fourth Mo, 4, 1903 
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SUMMARY OF EVENTS. 


UNITED STATES.— A dispatch of the 27th ult. from 
Greenville, Miss., says: ‘‘ The swollen Mississippi has torn 
a three mile gap in the levee south of Greenville and 
the flood is roaring over the Great Yazoo Delta Under 
the torrent as it sweeps its way southward lies the most 
fertile land in the State of Mississippi. This is the first 
crevasse reported on the east side of the river during the 
present high water. A second one occurred at five o’clock 
this afternoon in the Albemarle levee, in Lower Issaque 
county. Reports from there to-night state that the gap 
is several hundred feet wide, but as the water is running 
through with very little force it can probably be closed.” 
A break on the west side of the river near Hymelia, La., 
150 to 200 feet wide has occurred by which a large area 
of land in one of the richest sugar producing districts of 
Louisiana has been submerged. In Greenville, Miss., the 
citizens are moving through the streets in boats. At 
other points along both banks of the river large areas 
have been inundated. It is estimated that in the Yazoo 
Delta 1500 square miles of territory are covered with 
water. 

A statement that one-fourth of the inmates of the 
State prison at Dannemore, New York, are afflicted with 
tuberculosis has drawn attention to the danger of in- 
fection from this cause. Dr. L. F. Flick has stated that 
“many persons sent to prison come out with tubercu- 
losis because the cells often contain the germs of the 
disease,” and says that all cells in all prisons should be 
regularly disinfected. 

The award of the Anthracite Commission appears to 
be generally accepted by both miners and operators. 

The Roman Catholic population in the United States is 
set down as 11,289,710, that in the Philippines 6,565,998, 
in Porto Rico 953,243, and Hawaii,Guam and Samoa 
745,000, making a total of 19,553,951 out of the whole 
population of 84,233,069. 

A despatch from Washington of the 23d ult., says: 
Urgent appeals have been made for the relief of the native 
Eskimo and other Indian inhabitants of Northern Alaska, 
who are said to be in an extremely destitute condition 
as a consequence of a strict enforcement of the laws 
prohibiting the taking or killing of fur-bearing animals 
in that territory. Instructions have been sent to the De- 
partment Commander to investigate the situation and, in 
his discretion, to distribute rations in cases of emergency. 

Dr. Lederle, of the Board of Health, has reported to 
Mayor Low of New York, that “ Tuberculosis remains the 
greatest single cause of deaths in this city, and one which, 
in my opinion, demands more attention from the authorities 
in the interest of public health. The number of persons 
suffering from tuberculosis is variously estimated at from 
30,000 to 40,000, and many of these are undoubtedly af- 
fecting their associates and thus adding to the extent of 
the disease. I believe that the time has come when the 
City of New York should extend its facilities for the 
treatment of tuberculosis.” He recommends the erection 
of a sanitarium on the tent plan. The deaths from pul- 
monary tuberculosis in New York last year numbered 
7571. 

It is reported from Washington that manufacturers’ 
materials have formed more than half of the imports 
into the United States in the Second Month. This is the 
first time in the history of our importations that this has 
been the case. There has been a steady increase for 
some months in the proportion of articles of this class, 
which includes chemicals, copper, cotton, fibres, furs, hides 
and skins, india rubber, silk, tin, tobacco, wool and the 
bulk of the iron and steel imported which comes in a par- 
tially manufactured state, but for use in manufacturing. 

There were 545 deaths in this city last week, reported 
to the Board of Health. This is 10 more than the pre- 
vious week and 45 more than the corresponding week of 
1902. Of the foregoing 289 were males and 256 fe- 
males: 64 died of consumption of the lungs; 85 of in- 
flammation of the lungs and surrounding membranes ; 12 
of diphtheria; 17 of cancer; 24 of apoplexy; 41 of 
typhoid fever; 5 of scarlet fever, and 2 of small pox. 

ForEIGN—A bill has been introduced by the British 
Government into Parliament, intended to assist tenants 
in Ireland to purchase the lands they occupy at moderate 
prices and on long terms of payment, and appropriating 
$60,000,000 for the purposes of the bill. Tenants are to 
pay 3} per cent. interest on money which the Government 
may advance to them to assist in these purchases. The 
bill also provides that untenanted farms and grazing lands 
shall be sold to neighboring tenants, and that three Com- 
missioners, to be known as Estate Commissioners, shall 
supervise the sales. In introducing and explaining the 
bill Secretary Wyndham said he “ was sure the landlords 
and tenants would continue to act in the reasonable spirit 
which actuated the conference. There were two alter- 
natives before the country. They could prolong for an- 


other 150 years the present tragedy in Ireland, or they 
could now initiate and henceforth prosecute a business 
transaction, based on the self-esteem, probity and mutual 
good-will of all concerned.” An English newspaper, dis- 
cussing the proposal, said that the removal of the land 
question from the field of Irish politics would be of ines- 
timable value to both Ireland and England, for there 
might then be some hope of a contented Ireland ; whereas, 
while the land question is not settled there is none. It 
is said that to-day out of 15,000,000 acres of arable 
land in Ireland, less than 2,500,000 acres is under the 
plow. The best land is given to cattle. The people are 
in many regions huddled together in bogs. The mass of 
them live in huts of one or two rooms, often without win- 
dows. One in seven of the population is “‘on the rates ” 
—supported by the parish. 

President Castro has withdrawn his resignation at the 
request of the Venezuelan Congress. 

A despatch from Paris, says: A parliamentary group 
has been formed in the Chamber of Deputies, whose aim 
is the advancement of the cause of international arbitra- 
tion. The initiative was taken by Baron d’Estournelles 
de Constant, the French delegate to The Hague arbritra- 
tion conference, who was elected President of the group. 
More than 100 deputies, irrespective of party, have given 
their adhesion to the group. 

A despatch of the 30th ult. from London, says : The 
Times to-day publishes two Marconigraph messages of 
over 100 words each from its New York correspondent, 
giving items of American news. Day by day the trans- 
mission of news between the New and Old World will be 
undertaken upon a contract basis, such as the Times 
starts this morning. It marks an epoch in the develop- 
ment of telegraphy. Messages can be sent between Eng- 
land and America by the new system at a rate slightly in 
excess of that between England and France by the old 
plan. 

A despatch from Toronto, says: Canada is to have 
another transcontinental railway. Its terminal will be at 
Quebec in the East, and Fort Simpson, B.C , in the West. 
The road will run parallel with the Canadian Pacific, but 
will be from 200 to 400 miles farther north, travers- 
ing the very heart of Canada through the wheat and pulp- 
wood belt. The road will be called the Transcanada 
railway. The Dominion Government has granted the 
promoters a charter, and prominent capitalists of Great 
Britain and Canada are interested in the project. Canada 
now has one transcontinental line, a second rapidly near- 
ing completion, and two, the Grand Trunk-Pacific and the 
Transcanada, under promotion. 

Two distinct earth shocks were felt in various parts of 
Derbyshire, England, on the 24th ult., and caused great 
alarm. In the town of Derby ceilings were cracked, cor- 
nices and fireplaces were dislodged and the walls of houses 
swayed. 

Mail steamers running between Kiel and Korsov, Den- 
mark, are in continuous connection with the mainland by 
the Slaby wireless telegraph system. The Government 
is accepting messages at twenty-five cents a word. 

Information lately received from a British exploring 
expedition in Antarctic regions indicates that a vast con- 
tinent exists there. It is stated that Captain Scott, the 
commander of the ship Discovery, has penetrated more 
than 100 miles further south than any previous explorer, 
and discovered an extensive mountainous region, hitherto 
absolutely unknown, extending to 82 degrees 17 minutes 
south. He thinks this indicates that the land stretches 
to the Pole in a series of very lofty mountains, which is 
considered to be far the most important geographical re- 
sult ever achieved in Antarctic exploration. The Discov- 
ery wintered 400 miles further south than any vessel had 
previously wintered. 

The Cuban reciprocity treaty has been ratified by the 
Cuban Congress without amendment. 

An unparalleled engineering feat, it is said, has re- 
cently been achieved in Australia. The Kalgoorlie water 
scheme is to Australia what the famous Assuan dam is to 
Egypt. The remarkable feat of pumping 6,000,000 gal- 
lons of water a day for a distance of 350 miles, from the 
Helena River to Kalgoorlie, has been accomplished by 
English engineers, by means of a great dam, called the 
Mundaring weir, ninety feet high, constructed across the 
Helena River twenty miles from Perth. There are a num- 
ber of auxiliary reservoirs and pumping stations along 
the 80-inch steel water main which runs along the rail- 
road line to the gold fields, near Kalgoorlie. 

In reference to the famine in Finland Dr. Reuter, of 
the Finnish National Relief Committee, says “ that there 
would have been untold suffering but for the assistance 
of the Committee, which was so largely helped by Ameri- 
can funds. The Committee has branches in every village 
and parish, and every case of suffering is attended to. 
The Committee supplies bread, peas and salt fish and ex- 


pects labor for its help, so as to avoid Pauperizing the 
people. As to the stories of deaths from famine, Dr. 


Reuter adds, ‘no such happenings have been Teported 
anywhere.’ ” : 


NOTICES. 


WESTTOWN BOARDING SCHOOL. — For convenience of 
persons coming to Westtown School, the stage will mest 
trains leaving Philadelphia 7.16 and 8.18 A. M., and 25) 
and 4.32 P.M. Other trains are met when requested 
Stage fare, 15 cents; after 7.30 P. M., 25 cents each way, 
To reach the school by telegraph, wire West Chester. 
Phone 114x. EDWARD G. SMEDLEY, Supt, 

WESTTOWN BoaRDING ScHOOL. — Application for the 
admission of pupils to the school, and letters in regard 
to instruction and discipline should be addressed to 

Ws. F. WIcKERSHAM, Principal, 

Payments on account of board and tuition, and com. 

munications in regard to business should be forwarded to 
EDWARD G, SMEDLEY, Superintendent, 
Address, Westtown P. O., Chester Co., Ps, 


The portion of the Yearly Meeting’s Committee, set 
apart for service within the limits of Philadelphia Quar- 
ter, propose holding a meeting for Divine worship at the 
meeting-house on Twelfth Street, below Market Street, 
on Fourth-day evening, Fourth Month 8th, at 7.45 o'clock. 
The members and attenders of the meetings of Philadel. 
phia and vicinity are invited to be present. 


Mahlon Johnson has been appointed Agent for Tur 
FRIEND, in place of William Harvey, who has removed, 
Address Monrovia, Morgan County, Ind. 


A woman Friend desires position as superintendent, 
matron or managing housekeeper, either public or private, 
or as companion to lady. 

Address “ E,” 
Office of THe Frienp. 


Wanted—aAt the School for Indian Children, Tune 
sassa, New York, a suitably qualified Friend as caretaker 
of the girls, and one as assistant matron. Application 
may be made to HANNAH F. CARTER, 

201 E. Central Ave., Moorestown, N. J. 
or CAROLINE ©. SCATTERGOOD, 
626 Spruce St., Phila. 

The annual meeting of Friends’ Western District 
Doreas Society, etc., will be held at Twelfth Street 
Meeting House on Fourth Month 8th, 1903, after meeting. 

ALIce C. LETCHWORTH, Secretary. 


Diep, at the home of her son-in-law, Isaac F. McCollum, 
in Jewell County, Kansas, on the tenth of Twelfth Month, 
1902, Eunice HILL, aged sixty-five years ten months ani 
twenty-five days. She was a birthright member of the 
Society of Friends, and a firm believer in the ancieat 
doctrines and testimonies held by them. She was a good 
example and of a meek and quiet spirit, which in the 
sight of the Lord is of great price. She was in poor 
health for quite a while and her already enfeebled system 
received a severe shock in the death of her beloved ba 
band. At one time she said to her sister, “ I see nothing 
in my way; I feel no condemnation, but it is all through 
unmerited mercy that it is thus with me.” She seemed 
ready and willing to go, and a short time before her death 
she said, “A few more fleeting days, and all will be over” 
Her relatives and friends trust that she received the we 
come language, ““ Well done, good and faithful servasl; 
enter thou into the joy of thy Lord.” 


—,on the seventh of Third Month, 1903, at be 
home in Danville, Hendricks County, Indiana, BEULAE 
CaRTER, wife of Newlin Carter, in the seventy-fourt 
year of her age ; a member of Plainfield Monthly Meeting 
of Friends, Indiana. On account of poor health she wa 
often deprived of meeting with her friends for Divise 
worship, but maintained a firm belief in the doctrines anl 
practices of Friends, until death. Her last illness, which 
was short and severe, was marked by a spirit of peact 
and tranquillity. Her expressions evidenced a realising 
sense of the presence of the promised Comforter, of“! 
friend that sticketh closer than a brother.” To this 
mother, who was a devoted servant of Christ, “The long 
self-sacrifice of lifp is o'er” and “ Death is swallowed 
in victory.” 

——, Third Month 16th 1903, Mary ELtis BRANS0, 
widow of Thomas Branson, in the eighty-ninth year of be 
age. She was a beloved member and elder of Philadelphis 
Monthly Meeting for the Western District. “In i 
presence is fullness of joy.” 





